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prosperity as no indispensable or unmixed blessing;  its
summum lonum is that healthy condition of the soul in
which, influenced by the instinct of humanity, it becomes
incapable of sin.    This healthy condition is called in the
dialect of Christianity c life' or * salvation,' and Christ was
in the habit of declaring it to be a blessing in compa-
rison of which temporal happiness is utterly insignificant,
There is nothing, he says, which a man can give in ex-
change for his soul; if he gain the whole world and lose
that, what is he the better ? All manner of physical suffer-
ing, therefore, is to be cheerfully endured rather than that
the life of the soul should be sacrificed or enfeebled.    If
danger assail the soul through the right hand or the right
eye, and it can be averted in no other way, we arc to cut off
the hand or pluck out the eye.   He gives us at the same
time to understand that not only have wo sometimes to
choose between temporal happiness and spiritual health,
but that suffering and sorrow have often a direct tendency
to produce spiritual health.   They may serve the purpose
of a wholesome discipline.   Accordingly he pronounces a
blessing on those that mourn, and speaks ominously and
forebodingly of the temptations attending riches and a
state of temporal prosperity.
If we are not to regard prosperity as the first of bless-
ings for ourselves, if we are not to seek it in preference to
everything else for ourselves, if we arc to acquiesce some-
times for ourselves in a state of suffering, it follows that
we ought to do so for our neighbours. A humane man
will certainly be pleased to see his fellow-creatures en-
joying comfort, but if he be deeply humane he will never
be satisfied with this; if their prosperity last long and be
unalloyed he will even become dissatisfied, he will jealously

